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Kinsey Millhone, P.I. is a 32-year-old, twice-divorced ex-cop with an irreverent, wise-cracking style

reminiscent of Philip Marlowe - and a great pair of legs - who piles her trade in the small Southern

Californian town of Santa Theresa.Make no mistake about it, Kinsey Millhone is one tough cookie.

When a routine insurance claim she's investigating turns into non-routine trouble - someone has put

$5,000 in her usually not-too-flush checking account and made it look like she's on the take - Kinsey

sets out to discover who has set her up and why.The trail of evidence leads to the wealthy Wood

family, which includes the three quirky sisters Olive, Ash, and Ebony. But she's not counting on the

involvement of her long-departed ex-husband #2, who's gorgeous, seductive and also a junkie. And

she's certainly not counting on murder . . .
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I didn't read Kinsey Milhone in order of the alphabet - I started at about M and went backwards and

forwards as I bought the books. I have been gradually piecing her life together as I go and E is for

Evidence was the last one I've turned up (P isn't due out for another couple of weeks) and my

goodness this is good - I think it must go to the top of the pile as the best of her books so far. The

mystery is complex, Kinsey's personal life so intertwined with the mystery that it is hard to pick your

way between the two, and it is written in classic Grafton style without pathos and self-pity.After

having finished I was thinking over the themes which underlie this book, Kinsey's aloneness, her

fear of betrayal, her past betrayals and lack of family - they are all cast into stark reality with the

coming of Christmas and New Year - a time when family is the most important. Yet the telling of the



story left me without feeling sorry for Kinsey (I tend to be the sort of person who cries at television

ads) because Grafton produces such a strong, sympathetic and real character in Kinsey. It is hard

to feel sorry for her as she rejects sympathy - even from her readers. I think it shows Grafton's

incredible skill as a writer.As a story this book just knocked my socks off - it has layers like you

wouldn't believe, and kept me guessing until almost the very last page as to what was going on and

what was going to happen. Kinsey Millhone is given a file to check out an insurance claim on what

seems to be a straightforward fire at a company Wood/Warren. The Wood family are old friends of

Kinsey's from way back and all seems in order when she checks things out.
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